Noncutting methods of needle and syringe disposal.
The time required of nurses to cut needles and syringes, the costs of boxes used to cut needles and store used syringes, as well as some of the costs related to treating needlesticks are discussed. A new method of utilizing a large box (3 X 13 X 31 inches) in a medication cart is described. The box is made of one-quarter inch cardboard and waxed. It is replaced daily and incinerated. The system is time-saving, economical, and should reduce the number of needlesticks.